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	Summary:
This report provides an update on progress to deliver angling enhancements in the Broads to resolve issues identified by the Broads Angling Strategy Group in the Broads Fisheries Action Plan.  


1
Background

1.1
In 1999 the document “Towards an Angling Strategy for the Broads” by the Broads Authority (BA) and the Environment Agency (EA) was published. Taking the consideration of the identified issues further the Broads Fisheries Action Plan (FAP), a document jointly produced by the EA as statutory authority responsible for Fisheries along with the BA, and the Broads Angling Strategy Group (BASG) was published in May 2003.  The FAP identified a number of issues of concern for anglers in the Broads area.   
1.2
The following issues were identified as being of particular concern by members of the BASG:

· There is a perceived decline in both the availability and quality of boat and bank angling for disabled and able bodied anglers alike.

· Slipway facilities for boat anglers in the Broads need to be developed.

· Special attention should be paid to the maintenance and future development of the urban fishery resource in the Broads area.

1.3
Since the publication of the FAP the BA, EA and BASG have been working closely with external partners and landowners to identify and progress enhancement schemes that will resolve some of the issues identified in the FAP

1.4
Members will recall that a letter from the Chairman of the BASG was tabled at the last meeting asking for a progress update on some of the longstanding issues identified by the BASG  and this report seeks to provide answers to the questions raised in that letter.
2
Identification of individual access schemes 
2.1
The access schemes currently being worked on by officers of the BA and EA all seek to resolve the issues identified at 1.2 above.  The schemes have been discussed in detail at BASG meetings and in some cases at joint site meetings involving officers, members of the group and external partners.  All the schemes currently being worked on have the full support of the group. Appendix 1 details the progress on current schemes.
2.2
The prioritisation of slipway schemes intended to improve boat angling access is informed by the Broads Authority’s Slipway Strategy.  Members will recall that a report on the Strategy was taken to the meeting of the Forum on 17 July 2008.  The Strategy has also been considered by The BASG and the Strategy Action Plan was supported by the Group.    
3
Other Issues 
3.1
Members will recall that the letter tabled by the Chairman of the BASG at the last meeting also identified a number of other issues of concern including new restrictions on car parking on existing car parks and the lack of action on the part of the Broads Authority to resolve issues of conflict between anglers and boaters on existing moorings.

3.2
These issues have also been discussed at the BASG and officers of the BA and EA have confirmed to the group that they will work together to see if there are resolutions to these problems.

3.3
The Broads Authority’s new policy on angling at conflict moorings has also been considered and accepted by the BASG, and members will recall that a report on this matter was considered by the Broads Forum on 10 April 2008.

3.4
In particular the issue of providing new angling access at Postwick is being discussed by officers and BESL to see if there is scope, with external funding, to purchase land to provide new angling access to take pressure off the adjacent mooring and to provide access improvements generally. 

4
Urban Fisheries

4.1
Undeniably the issue of the establishment of an urban fishery at Whitlingham Country Park has been under discussion for some time.  However, the Chairman of the BASG has recently been in correspondence with the Park Managers and the Whitlingham Charitable Trust.  The Trust has now asked for an angling club to come forward with a management plan for it to consider before it will make a decision on this matter.  This issue was discussed in detail at the last meeting of the BASG and the Norwich and District Angling Club agreed to work on a management plan.
5
Conclusions

5.1
Good progress has been made on a number of the access enhancement schemes identified and supported by the BASG.  A number of schemes will shortly be delivered on the ground and further schemes are being progressed in partnership with the EA for delivery in the coming year.  However, while it is relatively easy to identify potential enhancements it should be recognised that obtaining landowner agreement and funding can be more problematic.
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APPENDIX 1 – Progress on Current Scheme

Appendix 1

	Current Angling Access Projects 



	Location


	Proposal
	Current status

	River Thurne Potter Heigham/Repps
	Partnership project (BA/EA) for the installation of 7 angling platforms to provide compensatory access due to restrictions on angling access to existing moorings.
	Planning permission granted by BA on 6 March 2009.  Funding allocated by BA/EA.

	River Thurne Martham
	Partnership project (BA/EA) for the replacement of six angling platforms on bank owned by the EA.
	Planning permission granted by BA on 6 March 2009.  Funding allocated by BA/EA



	River Bure Coldharbour Farm 
	Partnership project (BA/EA) to provide car park improvements at a popular angling site used by Norwich and District Anglers.
	Funding Allocated by BA and EA. under construction.

	River Waveney Worlingham
	Provision of angling platforms including two easy access platforms intended to take pressure off a busy BA 24-hour mooring. 
	Funding allocated by BA ,design being discussed with EA for implementation 2009/10.

	River Waveney Beccles
	Provision of car park for anglers and walkers at Beccles to provide improved angling access to a popular section of bank.


	BA currently discussing options with Beccles Town Council and Waveney District Council.

 

	River Waveney Beccles
	Provision of alternative slipway access to provide boat angling access during the winter months to a reach of the River Waveney popular with Pike anglers.  The current free public slipway is obstructed by flood defence boards during the winter.


	BA currently discussing options with Waveney District Council.

	River Yare Cantley
	Partnership project (BA/EA /BESL/Cantley Parish Council/ Cantley Sugar Beet Factory) for the provision of a slipway and staithe improvements. 
	Final design being produced by BESL. Parish leading on external funding application funding allocated by BA,EA Parish Council and Sugar Beet Factory likely  to proceed in 2009 in conjunction with flood defence works. 



	River Bure Upton


	Partnership project to provide angling platforms upstream of Upton Dyke.

	Design being discussed with EA. Funding allocated by BA.

	River Thurne Martham
	Partnership project to provide slipway access in a priority site identified by the BASG.
	BA/EA currently in discussion with interested parties.  Initial meeting held and the project is supported in principle by the Parish Council, Boat Dyke Trust and Angling Club. Further meeting proposed March/April 2009.



	Completed Projects



	Location


	Proposal
	Current Status

	River Yare Beauchamp Arms to Rockland Pump
	Partnership project (BA/EA / Great Yarmouth and District Anglers) for the provision of 23 angling pads on one of the most popular match fishing locations in the Broads. 


	Planning permission granted by BA. Pads now constructed and being managed by Great Yarmouth and District Anglers.

	River Bure
South Walsham Fleet Dyke
	Partnership project (BA/EA/BESL) for  the provision of 10 angling  platforms on a section of rond in South Walsham Fleet Dyke to provide additional angling access between two new sections of mooring provided by the EA.


	Platforms constructed by BESL as part of Compartment 2 flood defence works.

	River Bure 
St Benet’s Abbey
	Improvements to surfacing of track and car park used by anglers and visitors to St Benet’s Abbey.  
	Work completed by BA.  Also erosion protection installed by BESL provided improved surface for anglers on frontage downstream of St Benet’s Abbey.
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